
                                                                                                                                                        
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome back and a Happy New Year! 2016 ended in style, which I am sure you’d agree, with the children’s excellent performance of ‘Letters from 
Father Christmas’ where they performed with such confidence and led by example. The children have had a very successful first term and are 
familiar with routines and expectations and are now ready to be challenged further to develop their academic skills, independence and skills for life. 
We’ve already had an exciting first day back where we delved into the magical and peculiar world of Roald Dahl exploring many of his intriguing 
characters and revolting rhymes.  We have a busy half term ahead with lots of motivational opportunities planned to support their learning further 
including a cross-country event with other local first schools to support transition to middle school, a Roald Dahl dressing up day, a story night and a 
trip to the British Museum to help us learn more about Ancient Egypt during our second topic of this half term. What a busy but exciting few weeks! 

 

BITS AND PIECES  
Over the Christmas holidays, some children chose to complete 
application forms for a Year 4 job where, if successful, they will gain 
employment and earn Blackwell pounds. Over the next few weeks, 
the children will be trained in their job and soon we will have fresh 
bread (made by our bakers) sold in our tuck shop, sparkly windows 
(thanks to our window cleaners) and many other keen 
entrepreneurs busy at it! Your child will need a purse or wallet in 
school to keep their well-earned money safe. 
 

Please check that your child has a pair of thick socks in their P.E. 
bags so that their feet are nice and toasty at Forest School. 
 

 

 If there is anything you wish to ask about please come and speak to 
me at the end of the school day or if you just want to say hello, 
come along! I am usually available to speak informally after 
3.15p.m. Thank you.    Miss Townsend 

 

 

LITERACY 
The Enormous Crocodile will be the story 
explored to develop their reading and writing 
skills during this topic. They will learn how to 
give detailed reasons for their predictions 
when reading and discuss words and phrases 
that Roald Dahl has used to capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination. Their 
reading will then support their writing skills 
where they will experiment with their own 
words and phrases to grab the reader’s 
interest. We will also develop their sentence 
writing skills further by using conjunctions to 
extend and structure sentences in different 
ways. E.g. He crept up on the roundabout when 
no one was looking. When no one was looking, 
he crept up on the roundabout.  
 

In phonics, the children will be taught how to 
use a range of prefixes such as un-, dis-, re-… 
and how they change the meaning of root 
words and other spelling patterns such as ‘ou’ 
in words such as double, country…. During 
parent consultations, you were given a list of 
key words to read and spell. This half term, the 
words of focus will be: grammar, group, guard, 
guide, heard, heart, height, history, imagine, 
increase, important, interest, island, 
knowledge, learn, length, library, material, 
medicine, mention, minute.  
 

Regular handwriting practice continues 
throughout the week to help increase their 
legibility, consistency and quality of their 
handwriting which is a key part of the national 
curriculum. When children complete any 
writing at home, please encourage them to 
always use cursive script. Handwriting pens will 
be introduced in school to individuals, when 
appropriate, to support transition to middle 
school. 

TOPIC 
‘Roald Dahl’ is our new topic where the children will be developing 
their D.T. and Art skills as well as developing their skills of resilience 
and creativity. Their learning will be shared with you during a story 
night on 25.1.17 where their artistic skills will be displayed for you 
to enjoy. On the last day of this topic, the children are also able to 
come to school dressed as a Roald Dahl character of their choice. It 
certainly will be a splendiferous way to end the topic! 
 

Through Art, the children will explore the work of the textile artist 
Michael Brennand-Wood and develop their use of textiles. They 
will explore monoprinting on fabric, dip dyeing, tie dyeing and 
resist methods. They will develop their knotting and wrapping skills 
and apply all of these skills to create a class piece of art work with a 
Roald Dahl theme to decorate our reading area in class.  
 

In D.T., the children will further develop their use of materials to 
design and make a cushion for our reading area. They will 
investigate different ways in which fabric can be joined, develop 
their sewing skills further and design simple yet effective Roald 
Dahl images for their cushion.  Their resilience will certainly be put 
to the test during these sessions! 
 

PSHE, Music, Computing, French, P.E and Philosophy for Children 
are taught each week throughout the year. See our ‘Curriculum’ 
page on the school website for more information. 
 

Ancient Egypt is our second topic of the half term where their 
history skills will be developed alongside R.E. and in literacy they 
will be developing their reading and writing of non-fiction texts. 

NUMERACY 
During Numeracy children will be consolidating 
and developing their use of mental and written 
calculations for addition and subtraction and 
the application of these skills when problem 
solving. They will also develop their 
understanding of place value by exploring 
decimal numbers further and will be 
introduced to hundredths. Mental maths will 
focus on the 6 times table (please keep 
practising at home), doubles and halves to 100 
and 5000 (multiples of 100) and reading and 
writing numbers to 100,000. 

 

THANK YOU 
Thank you for all of your support with the huge amount of reading 
your child is doing at home and for their times table practice. It 
makes a significant difference to their learning and rate of 
progress. 
 

 

Take a look back 
at last half term… 

Our own story books 

Bhangra dancing at our 
Indian festival 

Amazing rangoli art! 

Cooking our delicious 
curries! 

The Christmas panto 


