Optional Homework for Castles and Dragons - Purple Class (5 weeks)
Some underlined tasks are more easily completed by children independently, as requested by families.
Worksheets are available when requested during the week.

1
English
(Communication,
Reading and Writing)

2
Creative Arts
(Music, Art, Dance)

3
Humanities
(RE, Geography,
History, Philosophy)

Michael Bond is the author of the Castle
Mice book we have been reading in
literacy. What other books did he write?
Read one and write a book review.

We created a castle in school using
printing for the walls. Can you create a
castle in a different way?

Who was William Shakespeare and why
was he important at this time? Can you
find out the answer to this question?

Focus:

Focus:



Focus:







Find a book by Michael Bond (you
read some in green class and we
have read one this year too)
Read it and enjoy the story
Review the book – what
happened, likes and dislikes,
what the author did well with, a
score
Capital Letters, punctuation,
sense






Decide your media – e.g. pastels,
paper, digital (computer)
Create the main part of your
castle
Add details carefully




4
Mathematics and
Technology
(Maths, DT, IT, Science)
Practise these mental maths facts:


Research who he was and when
he lived (website as starting point
below)
Find out what he did
Find out why he is still famous




Keep working hard to learn to tell the
time:

o’clock and half past

quarter past and quarter to

divisions of 5 minutes past the


In literacy we will look at some different
descriptions of dragons. Be an author and
write your own dragon story.

Have a go at a bit of Tudor dancing. Look
at the video (link below) to find out what
Tudor dancing was like. Then see if you
can join in with the music.

Where do we have castles? Find the
names and locations of some castles from
the English Heritage website and find
them on a map.

Focus:

Focus:

Focus:





Decide on your characters
Decide on your setting
Think of the beginning, middle
and ending
Clear sentences with good
descriptive language





Imagine you have travelled back in time to
the time of the Tudors. Write a letter back
to your family to tell them about your
experiences. Are you rich or poor?
Focus:





Think of what you would see and hear
Write your ideas in a full sentence
Check capital letters
Check the correct punctuation to end
your sentence (. ! ?)

Listen to the Tudor music clips to find out
what Tudor music was like.
Focus:









Look at the video to learn about
Tudor dancing
Look closely at the movements
and listen to the pulse of the
music
Find a partner and have a go (I
think mums and dads might be
good at this!) 

Listen to music (weblink below)
Describe instruments
Describe rhythms
Describe what it makes you think
of

Choose 3 castles (weblink below)
Find the location on a map
Have a look to see what cities,
towns and villages are near

Focus:






Look at the websites (below) and
other sources
Explain/show what houses
looked like
Explain/show the main features

Choose design and materials
Use sewing skills and other ways
of attaching materials
Use scissors, needles etc. safely

Towards the end of our topic we will be
learning all about materials in Science.
How many different materials can you
find around your house? What are each
used for?



Focus:

hour
divisions of 5 minutes to the hour

In DT we will be learning some sewing
skills this term. Practise your sewing skills
by creating a dragon – perhaps as a
puppet using a glove or a sock (see images
on back).
Make sure you ask permission for any
materials you use.



Only the very rich would have lived in
castles in Tudor times. How did other
people in society live? Do some research
to find out. You may like to create your
own using the instructions on the back of
this sheet.



Ask your teacher for a worksheet for
Literacy.

Continue to learn multiplication
and division facts for the 2, 5
and 10 times tables – out of
order
Partition numbers in different
ways e.g. 54=50+4 or 40+14 or
30+24 or 20+34 or 10+44
Counting forward and back in 3s



Spot different materials
Notice why the material was
chosen for the object (e.g.
window glass is transparent,
wood is strong for a chair)
Decide how to record your
findings (e.g. table, written
notes, drawings/diagrams)

Ask your teacher for a worksheet for
Maths.

Helpful websites (with parental supervision):
http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/houses/tudor.htm - Tudor houses (click on the blue arrow at the bottom of the page for more information)
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/tudors/tudor-buildings/ - Tudor buildings
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/william_shakespeare/ - Shakespeare
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zt4kjxs - Tudor dance
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/tudors - Tudor music (click on the dropdown arrow and there are some clips)
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/castles/ - English Heritage castles

Look at the activities above. The activities are divided into four columns. You need to choose one activity to complete each week. You
must choose at least one activity in each column. After that the choice is yours.

To help you organise your homework, it is a good idea to do a little every day. You can spend as long as you wish,
but around one hour per week should be enough for most activities.

If you have a brother or sister at Blackwell, you could work together on an activity.

It is helpful if grown ups help you, but please do the work yourself.

The work should be filed in your homework book. Examples of good homework will be displayed in the hall.
Reading for this half term: daily please for at least 10 minutes and make sure you talk about the book with someone.



EXPECTATIONS
Please complete written work in pencil and file into your homework book. Some work may require a photograph.

Present work in a way that is clear and easy for people to read

Homework sheets will be sent home at the start of a topic and one piece can be handed in each MONDAY

Maths activity sheets will be available from class teachers

Feedback from the teacher will be provided in the workbook

